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The June and July spike in research demonstrate that the investments made 

earlier in the year, when the number of full-time research staff increased from 3 

to 8, is paying off.  The July research numbers also include title research 

completed under a small pilot contract with a private title company.  The pilot 

was very successful, and Code Enforcement will initiate a larger-scale RFP to 

continue it into the future. 
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The former council liaison, who also contributed to case facilitation and 

research tasks, has accepted a private sector position.  Code Enforcement is 

diligently working to fill this position and fill in the research, facilitation, and 

communications roles.   
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After a slow start in 2015, Code Enforcement is confident that they will meet the 

year-end target of 4,000 hearings.   
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In an effort to further reduce/eliminate insufficient notice resets, Code 

Enforcement is sending hearing notice 20 days prior to the hearing instead of 

the 15 or 17 day thresholds used in the past. 
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Note that this data represents reviews for cases heard by month.  In other 

words, there were 127 cases heard in May that have not yet received a review 

as of press time.  Cases for June are not shown because they need to await the 

legally required 30 days before recordation can occur. 

 

Reviews have been completed for all January, February, March, and April 

cases, but Code Enforcement staff will receive additional training to ensure that 

LAMA (the data source) accurately represents those reviews that have already 

occurred.   
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Recommendations created during these reviews will not always result in a 

subsequent sale or demo.  Property owners may abate violations, pay the fees, 

or departmental leadership may reject the recommendation.  Further, some 

parcels marked as sell may not actually sell due to weak market forces.  For 

example, a vacant lot in the Lower Ninth Ward is automatically recommended 

for sale (since it obviously doesn’t need a demo), but Code Enforcement may 

choose not to invest money and resources to send it to sheriff’s sale based 

upon low real estate demand.  
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The City of New Orleans is committed to improving the lien foreclosure pipeline.  

Eliminating the abatement decision backlog shifted the large number of cases in 

the backlog to legal review, the next part of the Code Enforcement process.  In 

anticipation of this shift, Code Enforcement has increased the legal staff from 

two full-time attorneys and one paralegal to four full-time attorneys and two 

paralegals.  In July, an additional attorney and paralegal also accepted 

positions, bringing the full-staffed Code Enforcement legal team to 5 full-time 

attorneys and three paralegals.     

 

Code Enforcement is also working to sign a small pilot contract with an 

abstracting company for title research that should make the lien foreclosure 

pipeline (including sheriff’s sales and demos on slide 24) move faster.  The pilot 

may lead to a larger-scale RFP.  
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Data on city collections associated with lien foreclosure sales was not available 

to include in this BlightSTAT, but it should return next month. 
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5951 Milne was demoed at the time of the BlightSTAT meeting. 
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NORA is planning another auction in early November 2015, when 

approximately 60 properties will be auctioned using a new online format.  

Interested buyers can submit a submission of interest form prior to August 31st 

in order to get a property included in the upcoming sale.   

 

Add properties within the NORA inventory are available on their website 

(www.noraworks.org) and on data.nola.gov. 
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The Office of Community Development anticipate that half of those pre-

development properties will be under development by 2016, and that they 11 

currently under development will be completed by year’s end. 
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