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Recent highlights
CEA signed for capital 
projects funded with 
2020 bonds
Coordinated efforts for 
integrated landscaping 
at foot of Canal Street
Successful opening of 
Audubon Aquarium and 
Audubon Insectarium 





Riverfront for All
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HM-MU
MARIGNY / TREME / BYWATER 
MIXED-USE 
(PARKING PERMITTED)

VCS
VIEUX CARRE SERVICE DISTRICT 
(MIXED-USE REDEVELOPMENT)

HMC-2
MARIGNY / TREME / BYWATER 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
(PARKING PERMITTED)

VCC-1
VIEUX CARRE COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT (RESTRICTED RETAIL 
AND SERVICE)

CZO - ADJOINING ZONING

NOLA GIS

City of New Orleans Property Viewer
September 28, 2018

Displayed information is a product of  the City of New Orleans
Enterprise GIS Database. The City of New Orleans does not
assume any liability for damages  arising from errors,  omissions, or
use of this information as it  is intended for the display of relative
positions and locations  only.  Legend contents are dependent on
the type of information added to the web application and may not
be fully represented. This preliminary vers ion map document is
distributed solely for purposes of peer review.
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Connecting the Downtown Riverfront

• CEA Signed: 2/6/18
• $15 Million Escrow raised:  2/4/19
• Public Listening sessions held:

• 8/28/18 (VCPORA Forum)
• 10/3/18 (Bywater)
• 10/24/18 (Algiers)
• 10/30/18 (Mid-City)

• Survey distributed:  11/1/18 – 1/31/19
• Engagement website online www.riverfrontforall.org 10/18-9/20
• Amendments to CEA

• #1 for additional public engagement and TCI transition; extended deadlines 1 year:  
3/9/20

• #2 for COVID; extended deadlines additional 1 year:  10/31/21

What we’ve done

http://www.riverfrontforall.org/


Planned Programming Reflects The Desires Of Residents & Tourists

• The proposed programming 
provides a mix of the most desired 
amenities, along with activated 
spaces for food and beverage.

• An intercept survey was 
conducted in December 2018 
among both residents and tourists 
to understand desired uses for the 
park. Individuals were intercepted 
along the riverfront for short in-
person surveys. Roughly one-third 
of respondents were from Orleans 
Parish, another 13% were from 
Louisiana but outside Orleans 
Parish, and the remainder were 
tourists.

• In addition to passive spaces with 
seating, gardens and walking 
paths, there was strong interest in 
spaces for performances and 
visual arts.
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Play Sports

Community Gathering Space

Water Feature/Splashpad

Active: Running/Cycling/Jogging

Children's Play Area

Educational Opportunities/Cultural Amenities

Concessions

Dog Walking/Dog Park

Covered Spaces

Passive: Walkingpaths

Farmers/Art Market

Visual Arts: Sculpture/Static Art/Rotating Exhibits

Gardens/Greenspace/Lawns

Performance Space For Music/Theatre/Readings

Seating - Benches/Swings/Etc

DESIRED USES FOR SPACE AMONG THOSE CAPTURED IN THE 
INTERCEPT SURVEY

Question From Intercept Survey: Please select all amenities/uses you would like to see at the 
park. Intercept Survey Total N=511



• Public Schematic Plan Meeting:  July 24, 6 -7:30 PM Aquarium Event Space
• Schematic design to City by 8/6/23
• TCI terminates lease by 8/28/23
• TCI vacates wharves by 2/28/24
• Construction begins 8/27/24
• Phase I completion by November 2025
• Time is of the essence:

• Escrow balance as of 6/30/23:  $14,903,254.02
• Construction costs have significantly increased since CEA was executed—current 

purchasing power of escrow is diminished
• $15M in 2024-28 City Capital Outlay request completes this essential, but missing,  piece 

of downtown riverfront park and recreation space—fulfilling a never-achieved vision for 
public access to the entire riverfront

Connecting the Downtown Riverfront
What’s next
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Riverview 
Erosion Repair

• Wakes, dramatically changing 
river levels, and theft of rocks 
have worn away gabion 
baskets protecting the river’s 
edge

• Water scows away earth 
behind the protection, 
damaging above-ground 
amenities

• MMI updated report due this 
week to determine full scope



Riverview 
Erosion Repair 
Budget



Infrastructure 
Improvements to 
Audubon 
Riverview
• Current CEA will fund design 

and prioritization of 
improvements, including 
lighting and bench 
replacement, shelter and 
restroom renovations, tree 
protection, landscaping, and 
paving of sidewalks and roads

• Builds on recent improvements 
such as new restroom 
construction

• Considers input from Audubon 
Park Master Plan (2018)
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Audubon 
Stormwater 
Resilience Project

• Design and prioritization 
funded through current CEA

• Emphasis is on adapting 
lagoons throughout Audubon 
Park to better retain 
stormwater, minimize street 
flooding, and reduce 
distribution to storm drains
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Questions

Contact Information
Laurie Conkerton
Executive Vice President and
Chief Administrative Officer
lconkerton@auduboninstitute.org
(504) 212-5221

mailto:lconkerton@auduboninstitute.org
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