BRIEF HISTORY
OF THE
CITT PLANNING COMMISSION OF NEW CRLEANS

In 1923, the first City Flaming & Zoning Cammission was authorized and appoinbed.
This Commiseion was composed of fifteoen membera, The Chambar of Commerce of the
New Orleans ares was, for the most part, the lssder in the formation of the first
Comiseion, This Commismion funcbioned until 1927 when it was re-appointed in
ponformity with the new Stats Zoning Inabling Act, Again, there wers fiftesn
members; some of whon were citizensegi-large and some rapresentatives of various
public egencias such as the Sewerage & Water Board, the New Orleans Public Belt
Rallread, and cther important public agencies,

In 1527, t%he Clty of New Orlsans, realiving the need for plamning, anthorized the
appropriation of money for the employment of a City Flanning Consultant, Harland
Bartholomew & Assoeiztes, of St. Lovis, Over & period of about three yesrs,

this fime drew up the various parte of the City Plan, and presented them to the
City Flenning & Zoning Commission for review and adoption. The lMajor Street Flan
was officislly adopted, as wns alsc the first Comprehensive Zoning Ordinanca,
Publie Hearings were held on the Zoning Ordinance by the City Planning & Zoning
Cormiseion and ’ny the Comnission Council, and all peseible publicity was given
the proposed soning crdinsnce in order theb the citizens of New Orleans would be
aoguainted with the proposed zoming. Affer gbout two years of considerstion

ané publicliy, ths Comprshensive Zoning Ordinence wasz adopted. This was the
first time in the history of the City of New Orieans that the entire Clty arss
wes zoned. Thers hed bezen many "plscemeal zoning ordinances prior tc the adop=
tion of the Comprehensive Zoming Oxrdinance, but since these covered only scme
sreas of the Jity, they were not considersd satisfactory.

In 1946, new State Ensbling lepisiation was adopted, the Commission was
again suthorized and reeappointed, this time consisting of nine members, ail of
whon were cltizens-azt~lergs, The Cormission wae them celled the City Planning
Commission. It has funstionsd under thls legisletion since 1945,

In 1948, in an effort to bring the City Flan np—tomaa’c-e, Harland Bartholomew &
Laesclsles wers again employed since iU was consideresd that this frim, having

worked in New (rleans befors, would be more cognizant of its needs, Thie was

under contracy for thres years,

A1l City Plams were reviewsd and rgvised, Including the Zoning Ordinance which
due Lo changing conditione was lamost chaciebe. Agein, citywide public hearinge
were nsld, firgl by the City Flanning Commission and then by the Cermission
Comacil. In 1953, after inbensive study and publicity the Comprshensive Zoning
Crdinance waz revised and adoptsd.

Since city planning (inmciuding goning) is not aond can not bs static, changes
ars 8lways being censidersd and adepted and £z tins papges, more and mors of
e resamendatlons of the City Fieming Comnission are carried out for the

betiterment of t{he City of New Orlesns.

To enoble better undersianding of the zcops of the Commissicnie activities,
ecttbraste of the Mabl.gng legislistion unier which the Conmission cpe*ates are
stbached, This data together with z coepy of the Decemmiel Report for the
peried 1930<1940 should furmnich z fa2iriy pood pieture of the work of thie Comn=
mtesien,





